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Dear Parents
March 8th return
We can't wait to see all of our pupils on their return to school on March 8th. We are working hard in the
background to make sure everything is ready. Further information and reminders will follow next week. Please
make sure that you check your child's school uniform in the meantime as they will be wearing full school
uniform from Monday 8th March and children do have a habit of growing more quickly than we realise!
Please remember however that we are still in a national lockdown and the current government rules apply.

Summary: what you can and cannot do during the national lockdown
You must stay at home. The single most important action we can all take is to stay at home to protect the NHS
and save lives.
You should follow this guidance immediately. This is the law.

Leaving home
You must not leave, or be outside of your home except where necessary. You may leave the home to:
·

shop for basic necessities, for you or a vulnerable person
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·

go to work, or provide voluntary or charitable services, if you cannot reasonably do so from home

·
exercise with your household (or support bubble) or one other person (in which case you should
stay 2m apart). Exercise should be limited to once per day, and you should not travel outside your local
area.
·
meet your support bubble or childcare bubble where necessary, but only if you are legally permitted
to form one
·
seek medical assistance or avoid injury, illness or risk of harm (including domestic abuse)
·

attend education or childcare - for those eligible

If you do leave home for a permitted reason, you should always stay in your local area - unless it is necessary to
go further, for example to go to work.
Staying in your local area means stay in the village, town, or part of the city where you live.

Also, please remember our rules about bringing your children to school.
·
You must NOT bring your children in if they, or any members of your household have any COVID
symptoms or have been tested positive for Coronavirus.
·
If your child is showing symptoms, or if any member of your household is showing symptoms, you
must keep them off school and get a COVID test.
·

You must also inform us of any positive result in your household.

Visiting the school
Due to the continuing high infection rates in our local area the following rules will apply.
·

Parents must wear masks when visiting the school site
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·
Parents will only be permitted to come into the school when they have a pre-arranged
appointment (Remember you can communicate with us through telephone (01494 522 476) or by email
(office@hannahball.bucks.sch.uk)
·
Those parents coming into school for a pre-arranged appointment must wear masks at all times
and agree to social distancing guidelines – you will also be asked to hand sanitise on entry and exit.

Library update
We have now scanned, catalogued and uploaded two thousand books to our library system (Simple Little
Library). We still have a few(!) more to go , but I am really pleased to say that the system will be up and running
by the time our pupils come back to school. This will help us to encourage reading for pleasure among all of
our pupils and to track the kind of books our children are reading. Did you know, when the children have
completed their ‘star tests’ for Accelerated Reader, this system will recommend other books that they may like?
And don’t forget… Myon (our digital library) can continue to be used even when we are all back into school!
Y2 Tower of London talk
Please find a link to the YouTube video which one of Mrs. Knox’s friends has made for us. He happens to be a
Beefeater at The Tower of London and I know that Year 2 really enjoyed watching this. Thank-you for
organising this Mrs. Knox!
Here is the link to the Tower of London video that Dave the Beefeater (Yeoman warder) made for us.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPmsiC1UoCQ
Thanks
Many thanks to all of those parents that replied to the parental survey about our remote provision. Over a third
of you responded and you shared lots of positive comments – such as:
‘Overall I feel like my children are engaged and look forward to their time with their teachers.’
‘The teachers have made the topic engaging and fun’.
‘It really is great’
And ‘You are all fabulous!’
We are also pleased that over 84% of you said that your children are engaged with the remote learning and
that your children are receiving useful feedback to help them make progress.
There are one or two questions that we would like to follow up on, and we will send another short questionnaire
out in due course.
Mr Hingley
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Again, many
thanks to all who
responded.

Mr N Hingley

Reception
Harry for great work in phonics. You always remember your sounds and have been
working really hard at writing your letters especially in phase 3 phonics. Well done!
Year 1
Abeera who has been regularly completing her Purple Mash phonics activities
throughout the lockdown.
Year 2
Chelsea Lewis- For your effort and perseverance in home learning. Well done for
showing me your super work each day!
Year 3
Ibrahim for his perseverance with his home learning and for using Myon everyday!
Year 4
Nathan for his super attitude and perseverance during home learning, and
excellent progress in writing.
Year 5
Star of the week is Ayaan for a very positive attitude to online earning as well as his
numerous contributions to lessons. Well done and much deserved, Ayaan!!
Year 6
Krystal Rutland - for consistently producing work of a high standard and for being a
model student.

MESSAGES FROM THE CLASS TEACHERS!
RECEPTION
Welcome back Reception. This week the children have come back excited and eager to learn. We have
started learning about farms and farm animals through our story of the week. The children have been
challenged to design and make a barn and a farm using things they might find in and outside their home. They
have added playdough animals and with the help of their parents they have set up their very own farm shop!
This week we have moved onto addition and looking at number bonds to 10 using different resources. Some of
the class have also started daily phase 3 phonic sessions! Thank you to the parents and LSA’s for their continued
support. Watch out for next week for some surprise guests, here’s a clue; they are small, fluffy and have a beak.
Can you guess what they are? See you next week!

YEAR 1
It was lovely to see Year 1 back in the classroom again on Monday morning, both real and virtual, all keen to
start their learning again. We have seen some new faces this week which has been lovely. The children's
learning goes from strength to strength with them now starting to recognise and order numbers all the way to
50. In English we have started a new text and we have been discussing our environment and the impact litter
has on it. The children will be designing posters to stop people leaving litter in our lovely forest area and up on
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the bank. They have also started completing a weather diary. I wonder if there will be any more snow. What
do you think?

YEAR 2
Year 2 have made a great start back after half term. We have been very lucky to have a virtual school trip
around The Tower of London made especially for them by a real Beefeater (Yeoman warder), they wrote some
wonderful thank you letters which will be sent to The Tower of London. For fun we have worn sunglasses on
screen to celebrate the return of the sunshine this week. In Maths the children have made 3D shapes using
materials like cocktail sticks and marshmallows. Our new topic is 'Young Gardeners', in Science the children
have drawn some fantastic labelled flowers and trees and in Art they have designed their very own gardens
and parks. In English we have started work based on a new text 'Lila and the secret of rain', the children have
worked hard to explore the vocabulary used in the story and create thought and speech bubbles for the
characters. Keep up the wonderful work Year 2!

YEAR 3
After a much needed screen free half term, year 3 have come back just as enthusiastic and ready to learn as
they were before! This week we have introduced our new topic, ‘tribal tales’ and in English to go with our topic,
we have been learning our new text, ‘how to wash a woolly mammoth’. I can’t wait for the creative
innovations with other prehistoric animals we’ll see next week! In art we spent some time learning how to draw
a mammoth and we have even cooked a Stone Age fruit stew in our cooking session this week. There has also
been some excellent work in maths with converting between different units of measurement. Keep up the
excellent work year 3 and I’m looking forward to having you all back in school soon!

YEAR 4
This week Year 4 were lucky to be able to ask Ed Stafford, a famous explorer, some questions about his 859 day
journey from the west coast of South America in Peru, to the east coast of Brazil. He holds the world record for
being the only person in the world to have walked the length of the Amazon river.
What animals did you see? What did you eat? – Haydn & Nathan
I didn't really see many because we were walking along the river and the animals tend to live more inland
away from communities, so they don't get hunted. I did eat lots of interesting animals though! I ate a woolly
monkey, an anteater, a tapir, an anaconda, lots of piranhas and a tortoise that weighed 10kg! The tortoise was
delicious. We decided to eat the bad bits first so that we could enjoy the good parts last, so we started with
tripe (intestines!). We caught piranhas to use as bait to catch other piranhas and ate a lot of them. There were
points where we rationed food and barely had enough to keep going. We would go days without seeing
tribespeople or any animals so we couldn’t eat. Sometimes we were able to eat farina, which is a bit like
porridge made of wheat, that the tribes people eat as a source of protein.
Why did you do it? - Zara
I remember mentioning it to my mum, the thought that I wanted to walk the length of the amazon, and she
told me that I wouldn't be able to do it and shouldn't, which only made me want to do it more! I set it as a
challenge to myself, I wanted to prove to myself that I had the physical and mental strength to be able to do it.
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From there, it became a challenge to prove myself right. I started as a cub then a scout when I was younger,
and always loved being outdoors.
It was very difficult, mentally and physically. Some days, me and my walking partner Cho wouldn't talk to each
other at all. Other days we would stay up late talking. The day before we reached the ocean on the other side,
I suggested we stop to rest as we were completely exhausted, but Cho said no as we were so close to the end.
I reluctantly agreed, but later passed out in the road. Cho then thought it might be a good idea to stop to rest
haha. At the end, we reached the ocean and dropped our backpacks, and ran into the sea.

YEAR 5
Year 5 have returned to online learning with renewed vigour and this is reflected in their very positive and
enthusiastic approach to lessons this week. Our topic for this term is ‘Off with Her Head’ and Year 5 are
travelling back in time to meet the terrifying Tudors. For Literacy, our initial focus will be on writing biographies
about influential people of the period. We have begun reading our class text ‘Treason’ which the children
have enjoyed listening to as well as having very animated discussions about events so far. Maths, Year 5 have
continued looking at fractions. For our Science topic, Animals including humans (‘Growing up and growing
old,’) Year 5 are investigating some of the changes that happen as humans develop. In Art the children have
started examining Tudor portraits in details and will be creating portraits of themselves as well as of famous
Tudors. Well done and keep up the fantastic work, guys!!

YEAR 6
I have been impressed once again by the resilient, kind, honest, respectful and responsible behaviour
displayed by the majority of the children in the class. I am very proud of how they have approached online
learning and the contributions that they have made to make the lessons fun and enjoyable. In English we have
been writing descriptive paragraphs about the character Alma in a short film called Alma. The children are
using imagery to create a vivid image in the reader's mind. In Maths we have learned how to write an
algebraic expression, to substitute the objects and how to write formulae. They have all enjoyed learning
algebra. In Science we are looking at the classification system and have tested our existing knowledge about
all things animals and plants related. I am very much looking forward to seeing them all back in class on the
8th March.
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Congratulations to this week's Maths Whizzers who have made it to the top of the leaderboard for their
class:
Year 1:
Year 2:
Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5:
Year 6:

Yasmine, Filip, Dushane
Sethun, Adiva, Harley
Nicholas, Owais, Hanna
Methuli, Anas Madiha
Ines, Ali,Umaiza
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Rock Legends
Year 2 – Hakimah
Year 3 – Olivia
Year 4 – Amana
Year 5 – Ruqayyah
Year 6 – Noman
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Well done to Hannah Ball School Boy Band!
The most Contributing Players for the Bands were:
Boys
1 Noman Year 6
2nd Anas Year 4
3rd Shamus Year6
st
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1 Amana Year 4
2nd Ruayyah Year 5
3 rd Hakeemah Year 2
st
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School Council News
On Tuesday 23rd February, our School Council
representatives were very lucky to virtually visit the Houses of Parliament. The
children participated in a workshop where the following was explored: What is
the UK Parliament? What is the House of Commons? What is the House of
Lords? What do members of parliament? and How are laws are made? The
children learnt a great deal

about democracy

and how MPs and Lords

make difficult

decisions.

1. Who is the Member of
our school?
2. How many MP’S are
Commons?
3. How do you become a Lord or Baroness?
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Welcome to our well-being section of this newsletter. In this week’s edition we will explore anxiety.
What is Anxiety?
Anxiety is a feeling of unease, such as worry or fear,that can be mild or severe. Everyone has feelings of anxiety
at some point in their life e.g. you may feel worried and anxious about sitting a test, going to a new year group,
having an injection, a job interview etc. The pandemic and lockdown may impact on children’s mental health
in many different ways. Children may be experiencing increased anxiety and struggling to understand how
they are feeling. Below is an explanation on why we become anxious and how it makes our bodies feel.

Why do we get anxious?
Our bodies have a built in survival instinct. Imagine
you are walking through the jungle and a tiger jumps
in front of you. Your life is in danger, so you need to
run.

What happen when we are
anxious?
When we see something scary, we
tell our brains something frightening
is about to happen. Our brain then
gives our body instructions so that it
is ready to run.

When do you feel anxious?
You may be seeing ‘tigers’ where they do not exist. For example, do
you get these anxious feelings at the thought of starting the school
day, going to the playground or attending birthday parties or
getting lost?
When you get these feelings, you may want to try and stay away
from the place that makes you feel like this, because you believe
that something scary will happen.
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Do you feel anxious at night?
You may get these feelings at night and
struggle with nightmares. Anxiety can leave
you lying awake at night, worrying about
what you could have done differently that
day and what frightening things might
happen the next day.

It is important to let someone know
If you feel anxious, it is important that
you talk to someone. Let them know
how you feel so that they know how
they can support you.
Don’t worry-they will be able to help
so that you don’t have to deal with
these feelings all the time.

Place to go for support and advice
Anxiety UK
https://www.anxietyuk.org.uk/
A charity providing support if you are feeling anxious.

CALM
https://www.thecalmzone.net/

CALM is the Campaign Against Living Miserably. A charity providing a mental
health helpline and webchat.

Communicate any concerns with school
If you have any worries or concerns about your child’s emotional behaviour or wellbeing, then please let
school know. There will be things that we can do to help and support you.
Have a lovely weekend,
Mrs Machingauta
Deputy Headteacher
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