
Hannah Ball School Newsletter 18/02/2022  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
What a strange end to our half term! I am so sad that we haven’t been able to run our fundraising day, nor have we 
been able to say so long to each other until 28th February. What a shame!  
 
As you know, we were however, instructed to close by our local authority and I’m glad we did, looking at the devastation 
across the country.  Even on my way home, a relatively short journey, I had to navigate my way around fallen trees, and 
a moving wheelie bin. When I arrived home, much of my neighbour’s roof had come off and Mrs. Machingauta told me 
that she had no power. Oh dear! I hope you have all managed to stay safe and out of danger.  
 
Contact details 
 
Please could you make sure that we have your most up to date contact details. If your phone numbers have changed, 
you must share the new numbers with us. We had about 15 children arrive this morning, ready for school, even though 
we had emailed and sent texts to the numbers that have been provided to us.  Not only was this inconvenient to some 
parents, it is also concerning. We may have to get hold of you in an emergency and without the contacts numbers being 
in place, this makes it very difficult to do so.  
 
Google Classroom 
 
All children should have log in details to access Google Classroom. If you had any problems at all accessing this platform, 
please contact us in the office, either by telephone or by email. I know that if you are new to the school you may not be 
used to Google Classroom as you may have used something else. We are here to help you and only ever a ‘phone call 
away.’  
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Parental responsibilities 
 
Over the rest of the academic year we will be working with you, as parents, to encourage you and to help you to support 
your child’s learning. You are your child’s first educators and have the biggest influence over your child’s attitude to 
learning. This parental partnership is especially important in the primary school years. Once your child moves to 
secondary school (and the time goes all too quickly), they will be much more independent.  
 
At the moment, your children should be receiving regular homework. This will be in a few different formats. Some of the 
learning that we ask your child to do is online. We subscribe to learning platforms such as Maths Whizz and TT Rockstars 
in maths, and to Myon in reading.  Your child’s teacher will provide recommended amounts of time to be spending on 
these activities.  
 

 
 
You will also need to read with your child. This is very similar, whether your child is in Reception, or whether they are in 
year 6. It is always beneficial to read with your child no matter how old they are.  
 
Your child may also receive other homework that is linked to their topic, and weekly spellings to learn.  
 
Simple things to do with your child at home (that have a massive impact)  
 

o Rehearsing number bonds to 5, 10 and beyond 
o Practising times tables 
o Reading – read with your child, listen to your child, read to your child 
o Baking – there are so many learning opportunities here (science, maths, reading, reasoning) apart from the joy 

of spending time together! 
o Talking – to your child about the world around them, about the TV programme you are watching together, 

about the news, about your feelings. The more words they hear, the better! 
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Clubs after half term  
 
Dodgeball – See poster for information 
Table tennis club – invites to be sent out during the first week back - this will run before school on Wednesdays for KS2  
Choir will continue on Wednesday’s  for those children going to the Echoes event in the Royal Albert Hall 
 
 

 
 
 

ParentPay 
 
I am pleased to say that over half of our families are now regularly using their ParentPay accounts. Many have 
commented on how much easier it is to pay for school trips and keep track of their Breakfast Club payments.  If you 
haven't yet activated your account, please contact the office and we will resend your log in details to you and assist 
with any problems. If you do have a child who attends Breakfast Club, please be reminded to check your account 
balance and top it up either before or when your child attends a session. 
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World Book day  
 
World book day is on Thursday 3rd March.  Your child will receive a £1 World Book Day Token. When you get your book 
token, all you need to do is to take it to your local bookshop and swap it for one of the TEN (Exclusive, new and 
completely free) World Book Day Books! The World Book Day book tokens are valid from Thursday 17th February – 
Sunday 27th March.  
 
We will be celebrating world book day by dressing up as our favourite book characters. Look on 
https://www.worldbookday.com/dressing-up-ideas/ for some ideas.  

 
Volunteers needed 
We are always looking for volunteers, whether to work in our Reception class or to support with reading. Please contact 

the school office on office@hannahball.bucks.sch.uk to register your interest. Gaining wok experience will help 
with an application to study either Level 2 or Level 3 certificate in Working with Children in Early Years and 
Primary Settings. 
 
Learning Support Assistants 
We will shortly be putting an advert out for a learning support assistant position. If you have GCSE maths and 
English at grade C and above (or equivalent) and would like to join our wonderful team of staff, please get in 
touch. We will have either full time or part time positions available.  
(Mrs Sullivan - office@hannahball.bucks.sch.uk or on 01494 522 476) 
 
Free School Meals 
We know circumstances can change, so if you are in receipt of benefits, please contact our school office. There 
are simple forms to fill out, which we can help you with. This will not only benefit the school, but you will also 
be able to claim free school meals for your child and receive help towards the costs of trips and clubs.  
 
Fundraising Day 
 
This was cancelled but will be rescheduled – we will share the date over the first two days back.  
All monies will be spent by the PTA on our pupils. Please see the separate email with further details, but in 
short: 
 
 
If you can spare half an hour at hometime to help man the 
stall please contact Mrs. Sullivan at 
office@hannahball.bucks.sch.uk or on 01494 522 476. 
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One Can Trust 
We are still collecting for The One Can Trust. We have moved the cage into our main reception area and some 
parents have already dropped much needed donations off. Please see the list below if you are able to help.  
We can also make referrals on your behalf. Please contact us in the school office if you need some extra help. 
You can be assured that we will support you in the strictest confidence.  
 
 

 
 

 

Wants and Needs 

 

If you are collecting food as a Street Hero or donating in one of our supermarket drop off cages, please be reassured 

that we use all items donated, even those in the 'red cross' column (with the exception of alcohol or homemade food). 

However, it helps us enormously if you could focus on the 'green tick' items that we are in short supply of 
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Reception 

Shoaib  for becoming confident in using his sounds to read his words 

Year 3 

Mihai, for his understanding and knowledge of money in Maths. Mihai has worked very hard 

to identify different British coins and notes, helped his peers add different amounts and 

convert pence to pounds. 

Year 4  

Antonella - for going above and beyond in Science. She took time at home to produce a very 

informative PowerPoint presentation to inform the class about the endangered animal - the 

snow leopard. Not only did she present this to the class, she then supported the class in 

helping them create their own PowerPoint presentations during lesson. Well done! 

Year 5 

This week, it was a very difficult decision! Year 5 have been working tremendously well, and 

have really tried hard in everything that they have done. This week’s star of the week is 

Haydn. He has had a difficult week, but has remained resilient. I was proud of him for 

representing the school in the swimming gala and for engaging well with the homework that 

was set. Well done Haydn! 
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MESSAGES FROM THE TEACHERS & 

STUDENTS… 
 
Reception 

This week in Reception we have been learning about the festival of Holi, through our RE lessons. We danced and sang 

along to the different music from the festival. We have been helping Genie the Jigsaw with her problems during PSHE , 

thinking about the best ways to solve some different issues. For the half term, your child will come home with a 

homework holiday pack on Friday. Please take some time to complete this and support your child. Also please 

remember to bring wellies and spare clothes to keep in school. We hope you have a good week and we will see you back 

on Monday 28th February.  

 

Year 3 

This week in Year 3, we have been writing our portal stories where we travel back in time to the Stone age. In Maths we 

have continued to add amounts and convert pence to pounds. In Science this week we have learnt how fossils are 

formed and created our own mould fossils. 

 

Year 4 

Year 4 have been working very hard this week despite feeling tired with the end of term coming up! We have finished 

making our dreamcatchers as part of Art & Design (picture attached below). Although the class found this activity very 

tricky (especially to weave the web design in the middle), with resilience and perseverance they did not give up and 

produced some wonderful dreamcatchers. Well done! In Science year 4 have been busy working in pairs to produce a 

PowerPoint presentation to inform the class about an endangered animal of their choice. They have really enjoyed doing 

this and exploring how to use PowerPoint. Keep up the amazing work you are doing year 4! Have a wonderful break over 

half term and I hope to see you re-energised for another term of exciting, new and fun learning! Mrs Mir :) 

 

Year 5 

Well done Year 5 – I have really enjoyed being able to teach you at points this week. Many of you have risen to the 

challenge and have worked extremely hard, especially in maths. I was proud that some of you were able to represent 

our school in the swimming gala and I really enjoyed sharing some of your earliest memories and I do hope that we can 

finish off this session straight after half term. You have showed maturity this week and I am sorry that you couldn’t be in 

school on Friday due to the storms. Have a fantastic half term break and please check into Google Classroom for a little 

bit of homework that I will set!  
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 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Date  Where?  Who? 

                                   Feb 2022  

TBC 
Fundraising day (non-uniform day, pre-loved 

uniform and book sale and cake sale) Whole School 

Wk beginning 21st  HALF TERM  Whole School 

Monday 28th  Back to school Whole School 

Friday 4th March  Year 5 to Hampton Court Palace Year 5 

                                   March 2022  
Thurs 3rd World Book day Whole School 

Wed 9th  
Y5/Y6 choir to Wycombe Swan (Echoes 

Rehearsal) Y5/Y6 choir 

Wk beginning 14th Science Week Whole School 

Friday 14th  Red Nose Day Whole School 

Mon 21st  World Poetry Day Whole School 

Wk beginning 21st  Shakespeare Week Whole School 

Tues 29th Echoes – Royal Albert Hall Y5/Y6 choir 

                                   April 2022  
Friday 8th Easter Assembly Y5 

Wk bg Easter holidays Whole School 

Wk bg Easter Holidays Whole School 

Tues 26th Back to school Whole School 

 


