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Dear Parents, 
 
I have had the great pleasure of spending time in some of our classes this week.  
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I went to the swimming pool yesterday with our year 4 children. Their 
behaviour was impeccable and were a credit to our school. 
Thank-you to Mrs. Mannivannan and Mrs. Harris for accompanying the 
children each week and of course to Mrs. Simmons who usually leads the 
group.  

 
Please may we remind you that your child can use goggles and a swim 
hat is also recommended.  
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I have also seen some great work from year 6 – They have been 
storyboarding their class text, ‘Darwin’s Dragons’ by Lindsay Galvin. 
This is a perfect example of how our pupils are learning quite 
complicated texts through our Talk for Writing approach.  
 

 
 
 
Andy Copps  
 

 
 
Basic skills in maths 
 
Please remember to use TT Rockstars and Maths Whizz at home with your children. The earlier your children can begin 
to develop basic skills, the easier they will be able to apply these skills as they move throughout the school. Things like 
number bonds and times tables facts need regular practice and need to be recalled quickly, Children will then be able to 
apply these in their learning within our curriculum. As first educators, you have a great role to play in making sure that 
your children can practice and develop their maths skills. Counting forwards and backwards while walking up and down 
stairs while our children are young is a great example of this. Sorting objects at home and then practicing one to one 
correspondence all helps with maths in the earliest years.  

 

To link in with their writing unit they have also been working on 
some fabulous dragon eye designs which they will create in clay 
over the next few weeks. Well done year 6! 

 

The wonderful Andy Copps visited us on Tuesday, spending time with each 
year group and sharing his wonderful stories. The children loved having him 
visit and were really engaged. Andy is a natural storyteller and brings with 
him and array of props, puppets and most important of all, an enthusiasm 
for sharing stories. It was a special day indeed, made even more special 
because it was his birthday! Thank-you Andy for your time – please check 
out his website here. https://www.andycopps.com/  

 

https://www.andycopps.com/
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Your children will have logins to both Maths Whizz and TT rockstars so please try and use these programmes at home 
with your children. Short bursts of focussed practice really does work wonders.  
 
Have a look at some of these great activities on Nrich https://nrich.maths.org/covid19  
 
Absence  
As I said last week, attendance is the key to success. If your child is not in school, they will not be able to access their 
learning and will fall behind. I am sending letters out today to arrange meetings with some families about their very low 
attendance. If you receive one, please ensure that you contact Mrs. Sullivan, our attendance officer, to arrange a 
meeting as requested. Thank-you to all those families who ensure that their children are attending regularly.  
 
Volunteers needed 
We are always looking for volunteers, whether to work in our Reception class or to support with reading. Please contact 

the school office on office@hannahball.bucks.sch.uk to register your interest. Gaining wok experience will help 
with an application to study either Level 2 or Level 3 certificate in Working with Children in Early Years and 
Primary Settings. 
 
Learning Support Assistants 
We will shortly be putting an advert out for a learning support assistant position. If you have GCSE maths and 
English at grade C and above (or equivalent) and would like to join our wonderful team of staff, please get in 
touch. We will have either full time or part time positions available.  
(Mrs Sullivan - office@hannahball.bucks.sch.uk or on 01494 522 476) 
 
Free School Meals 
We know circumstances can change, so if you are in receipt of benefits, please contact our school office. There 
are simple forms to fill out, which we can help you with. This will not only benefit the school, but you will also 
be able to claim free school meals for your child and receive help towards the costs of trips and clubs.  
 
Fundraising Day 
Hannah Ball PTA are holding a fundraising day on Friday 18th February. All monies will be spent by the PTA on 
our pupils. Please see the separate email with further details, but in short: 
 

• When? Friday 18th February 

• Where? On the school playground, afterschool 

• Donations of uniform in by Friday 11th please 

• Bring cakes in on Friday 18th please 

• How much will we need?  
o A £1 donation for wearing non-uniform 
o Cupcakes 50p-£1 
o Books 20p - £1 
o Uniform (Knitwear = £1, all others 50p) 

 
If you can spare half an hour at hometime to help man the 
stall please contact Mrs. Sullivan at office@hannahball.bucks.sch.uk or on 01494 522 476. 
 
 
 

 

https://nrich.maths.org/covid19
mailto:office@hannahball.bucks.sch.uk
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mailto:office@hannahball.bucks.sch.uk


Hannah Ball School Newsletter 04/02/2022  

 

 

 

One Can Trust 
We are still collecting for The One Can Trust. We have moved the cage into our main reception area and some 
parents have already dropped much needed donations off. Please see the list below if you are able to help.  
We can also make referrals on your behalf. Please contact us in the school office if you need some extra help. 
You can be assured that we will support you in the strictest confidence.  
 
 

 
 

 

Wants and Needs 

 

If you are collecting food as a Street Hero or donating in one of our supermarket drop off cages, please be 

reassured that we use all items donated, even those in the 'red cross' column (with the exception of alcohol or 

homemade food). However, it helps us enormously if you could focus on the 'green tick' items that we are in short 

supply of 

 

  

 
Phonics at Hannah Ball 
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In today’s edition, we aim to give you a clear explanation of the different 

terminology used in Phonics. Your children are exposed to this 

terminology so we encourage you to also use it when supporting them 

with Phonics work. 

Phoneme:  This is the smallest single identifiable sound in a word. For example, in the word 'cat' there are 

three phonemes c/a/t. 

Grapheme:  This is the written representation of a sound. 

Digraph:  two letters making one sound. For example, /sh/ in the word 'shop'.  

Trigraph: three letters making one sound. For example, /igh/ in the word 'night'.  

Split digraph: two vowel letters split but are split by one or more consonants. For example, /a-e/ in the word 

'cake'. 

Oral Blending 

To merge the sounds you hear together in your head. You hear the sounds and then say the word. (no text is 

used) 

For example, when a teacher calls out  

 ‘h- a -t’, the children say ‘hat’. 

Blending 

To draw individual sounds together to pronounce a word  e.g  

c-u-p, merging or synthesising them in the order in which they are written to pronounce the word ‘cup’.  

Segmenting 

 Identifying the individual sounds in a spoken word 

 (e.g. h-i-m) and writing down or manipulating letters for each sound to form the word ‘him’. 

How do we teach phonics at Hannah Ball? 

Using Essential Letters and Sounds allows us to use a simple, consistent approach to teaching phonics. 

We have daily phonics sessions- these start from the beginning of Reception  

 • Your child will experience the same classroom routines within each lesson which reduces cognitive load and 

maximises the chances of success.  

• All children are supported within the lesson to use their new phonic knowledge independently. 

 • In every single Phonics lesson, your child will make the direct application to reading. 

Daily Phonics sessions- these start from the beginning of Reception  

• Phonics throughout the day to review new sounds & graphemes taught  

• Lots of opportunities for oral blending- c/oa/t 

 • Main focus is on word recognition. However, new vocabulary is also given and explained in every lesson. 

 • Opportunities for writing- new grapheme, words and sentences. 
 

Lorraine Machingauta, Deputy Headteacher/ Curriculum Lead 
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 Attendance & House Points…  

Rec Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Attendance 87.8% 72.8% 93.3% 85.3% 93.4% 92.9% 95.6%

80%
82%
84%
86%
88%
90%
92%
94%
96%
98%

100%

House Points 
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Reception 

Mukundi, for settling well into our class and beginning to follow our rules 
and routines.  

Year 1 

Tayaab -For trying really hard in his Literacy and Maths. His work on leaves, 
a polar bear and feelings was excellent! 

Year 2 

Arhum for working really hard in reading and phonics and always trying his 
best when writing                                            

Year 3 

All of Year 3 for being resilient and producing some amazing work all week. 
Well done Year 3! 

 Year 4 

Mia for always trying her best and getting on with her work in all subjects. 
She gets on with tasks asked of her and produces excellent work every time. 
Well done Mia.  

Year 5 

Ameliah for her resilience this week and calm determination in English. 

Year 6 

Nameera for her resilience and effort in maths this week when multiplying 
and dividing decimals. 
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Class Progressions 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 

 

 

 
 

GOLD 

 
 

SILVER 

 
 

BRONZE 

Year 1 Anas Hajrah Edward 

Year 2 Aniela Aarib Bradley 

Year 3 Anaum Abu Logan                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Year 4 Aleema Laeeq Nicholas 

Year 5 Nathan Cassie Zakriya 

Year 6 Freddie Humayl Maah-E-Noor 

 

 

Coins Earned 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     This week’s Rock Legends 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1
st 

- Year 6  

 2
nd 

- Year 4 

3
rd 

- Year 1 
 

 
 

Year 3- 1576 

Year 4 - 1015 

Year 6 – 843 

Year 5 – 805 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 – Jasmine 

Year 4 – Ibrahim 

Year 5 – Nasteha 

Year 6 – Logan 
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MESSAGES FROM THE TEACHERS & 

STUDENTS… 
 
Reception 

This week Reception have been continuing to learn about space. We learnt about the Solar System and how 

many planets there are. This week was also Chinese New Year, so we have been completing some fun 

activities to celebrate this. We learnt how it is celebrated and all about how the years became named after the 

different animals. We have made paper chain dragons and our own lanterns and learned how to use 

chopsticks, which is very tricky! Have a great weekend.  

 

Year 1 

Year 1 have carried on with retelling their class story “Leaf” using the story map. The children have also done 

some character descriptive writing using amazing adjectives. In Science, the children have been looking at the 

different animal classes, mammal, reptiles, birds, fish and amphibians. In Maths, the children are carrying on 

with their work on addition and subtraction up to 20. 

 

Year 2 

This week Year 2 have had the opportunity to listen to an author and story teller which was very exciting, he 

even gave us a signed copy of his book for our classroom! We have started to design a batik fabric piece in Art 

and will dye them next week, I can’t wait to see them hung up on the wall for everyone to see. We are nearing 

the end of our story writing and I’m so proud of the work that has been produced. In Maths, we have begun to 

learn our times tables, counting in 2s, 5s and 10s, practicing at home too would be really beneficial if you can. 

 

Year 3 

This week Year 3 have faced some challenges but have been resilient kind and respectful to all the adults that 

have been working with them this week. They have been using expanded noun phrases in English and have 

produced some amazing descriptive sentences about ‘The Stone Age Boy’.  In Maths they have been learning 

about different coins, adding them together and the value of each coin. Well done Year 3. 

 

Year 4 

This week year 4 have started looking at our new non-fiction text based on the Pilgrims journey on the 

Mayflower ship. We have already had some great discussions and are looking forward to doing some role 

plays next week. In Math's we have moved onto our new unit of area and measurement. In Science we have 

been busy searching for different types of leaves on school grounds and then grouping them using our 

classification keys. In topic/geography the class have been working in groups identifying human and physical 

features of cities in USA and labelling these on a map. Well done year 4!  
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Year 4 Science Classification Lesson 

Year 5 

This week Year 5 enjoyed a fantastic storytelling session with visiting author Andy Copps and several of us 

were keen to volunteer.  In English we have been concluding our suspense narrative, loosely inspired by 

Skellig, and have been publishing it.  In Maths we have begun to discover the wonders of formal long 

multiplication.  In Science we have been drawing and labelling diagrams of certain key glands and deciding 

which is the most important and why.  In Topic we have been accurately measuring distances from one place 

to another in the UK using a ruler and a scale. 

 

Several members of our class have taken it upon themselves to make some fabulously fashionable, loom 

bands and friendship bands which they are planning to sell to the whole of Year 5 and Year 6 starting on 

Tuesday February 8th in order to raise money for our school.  Well done in advance for such an amazing idea 

and act of charity!   

 

Year 6 

This week, year 6 have been delving into our new text 'Darwin's dragons' which we are already 30 chapters 

into! The children are enjoying the story and have been storyboarding and learning a story map for the 

shortened version. They are all excited to be writing their own endings in the last week before half term. In 

science, we have been looking at evolution and adaptation through learning about Darwin's finches. we will be 

carrying out our own finch beak investigation next week! In art, the children have been designing their very 

own dragon eyes straight from our text, which they will be making out of clay next week. Another excellent 

week year 6 well done! 
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                    DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Date  Where?  Who? 

                                   Feb 2022  
Tues 8th  Safer Internet day  Whole School 

Friday 11th  Donations in for fundraising day) Whole School 

Tues 15th  Swimming gala Invite only 

Friday 18th 
Fundraising day (non-uniform day, pre-loved 

uniform and book sale and cake sale) Whole School 

Wk beginning 21st  HALF TERM  Whole School 

Monday 28th  Back to school Whole School 

                                   March 2022  
Thurs 3rd World Book day Whole School 

Wed 9th  
Y5/Y6 choir to Wycombe Swan (Echoes 

Rehearsal) Y5/Y6 choir 

Wk beginning 14th Science Week Whole School 

Friday 14th  Red Nose Day Whole School 

Mon 21st  World Poetry Day Whole School 

Wk beginning 21st  Shakespeare Week Whole School 

Tues 29th Echoes – Royal Albert Hall Y5/Y6 choir 

                                   April 2022  
Friday 8th Easter Assembly Y5 

Wk bg Easter holidays Whole School 

Wk bg Easter Holidays Whole School 

Tues 26th Back to school Whole School 

 


