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While black history is celebrated all year round, Black History Month is marked annually. It recognises and values the inspirational individuals and events that have shaped 
our world. During Black History Month we remember and celebrate the important people from the past and also those who contribute to and help our society today.
Although, it goes without saying, these are histories and lives that must be recognised and valued throughout the year; October is a special time when we acknowledge 
them nationwide. Teachers at Hannah Ball planned a series of lessons and activities that were designed to explore this area of the curriculum.
This year, we celebrated Black history with a focus on reading and writing. Have a peek of what your children have been learning. 

In Year 1, we learnt about Mae Jemison, who an engineer, physician, and former NASA astronaut. She became  the 
first African-American woman to travel into space. We were inspired by her determination as we read her life story. 
We did  some character descriptions and produced biographies.



As proud historians, Year 2 explored a story about the triumph of hope, love, and determination, ‘Coming to 
England’ by Floella Benjamin. Pupils were inspired by this true story of Baroness Benjamin who came from 
Trinidad as young girl, to London as part of the Windrush generation and later becoming a member of the 
House of Lords. We wrote some diary entries in the role of Windrush children exploring our feelings and 
experiences of coming to England. 



Year 3’s Autumn 1 term theme was ‘Jungles’ and for Black History’s Month they learnt about 
Wangari Maathai an, environmentalist and winner of the Nobel Peace Prize from Kenya, Africa. 
The story is a shining example of how one woman’s passion, vision, and determination inspired 
great change.



Year 4’s Road Trip to America theme took them to Honlulu, Hawaii, 
where Barack Hussein Obama was born. They learnt his life story and 
compared his work to that of the Civil Rights Activist, Dr Martin Luther 
King Jr. The story of Barack Obama reminded pupils that no matter 
where you come from, we can find hope in hard work. 



Linked with their Space topic, Year 5 were incredibly inspired by this true story of four black women who helped NASA 
launch men into space. Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and Christine Darden were good at 
maths…really good.
They participated in some of NASA's greatest successes, like providing the calculations for America's first journeys 
into space. And they did so during a time when being black and a woman limited what they could do. But they 
worked hard to overcome gender and racial barriers to succeed in a highly challenging STEM-based career.. They 
persisted. And they used their genius minds to change the world.



Year 6 brought forgotten history to life through Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephaniah. They examined a range of 
historical evidence relating to HSS Empire Windrush’s arrival in Britain from the Caribbean and considered the 
motivations of those on-board for coming to the UK.  Working through the story, they uncovered a timeline of Jamaica’s 
history alongside the experiences of those journeying to Britain after the Second World War. They finished off by 
uncovering the Windrush scandal and getting their journalistic skills to work and writing a newspaper article on this 2018 
news headline.


